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We're very experienced

NOEINMETRIQISS Roval Artillery
Royal Air Force (UK) Life Guards

Royal Australian Air Force Blues & Royals
South Australia Police Force Light Cavalry

South Yorkshire Police Force Heavy Cavalry
Welsh Guards Royal Engineers
Scots Guards Rovyal Signals

Irish Guards King's Division
Grenadier Guards Army Air Corps
Coldstream Guards Parachute Regiment

Rovyal Electrical & Mechanical Engineers
Adjutant Generals Corps

Royal Military School of Music

Defence Force School of Music (Australia)
Valley Forge Military Academy (USA)
United States Merchant Marine Academy
Royal Oman Cavalry

Royal Oman Air Force

Royal Oman Ladies Cavalry



We're experts

“¢ Smith-Watkins’ precision engineering, coupled with Richard
Smith's understanding of the needs of individual musicians, has
led to the design of Fanfare Trumpets which produce clarity
of sound, greater accuracy of note production and tuning
throughout the range, and a rich musical ensemble sound.’

Captain Craig Burns Royal Marines, Director of Music
Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines CTCRM



We deliver success

“¢ The Royal Artillery Band has been performing on the Smith
Watkins Fanfare Trumpets for 5 years now. We have found
the intonation to be accurate and the instruments to be
very responsive In all registers. The weight distribution is far
superior to previous fanfare instruments we have used.?

Martin Hinton, Principal Trumpet, Royal Artillery Band and Orchestra



We're recommended

“¢ The Smith-Watkins Fanfare Trumpets are the best
| have ever used. They are stable in all registers and
tune so much better than any other makes | have
played. We have had no tuning issues for the first
time in 20 years, even with the tenors and basses!”’

Director of Music Royal Signals
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Smith-Watkins Brass

We're a small business working from a converted barn
in North Yorkshire, England.

We've been making custom brass instruments for more
than 25 years with the ultimate satisfaction of hearing our
instruments played live, on the tv and radio - with styles
varying from Big Band to Symphony.

Our instruments sell because of their quality and attention
to detail. We're not interested in 'trendy' designs, 'bling’
or added 'magic' - just high quality traditional features
which stand the test of time and hours of playing in

the hands of professional musicians.



Smith-Watkins Brass

We believe that producing a successful instrument
relies on three simple rules:
Making the best compromise of musical qualities
to suit the individual player
Ensuring a good build to last for many years
Providing reliability and excellent service to
all our customers

We have used our scientific background to understand
the complex nature of brass instrument acoustics. In this
scientific spirit, we publish our work and guarantee that
our products are free of pseudo-acoustics, mysteries or
magic to help promote our products.

Please visit our web pages to explore the
background to our designs.

<



Video - Beating Retreat
Coronation Trumpets
Technical Specs

Besson & Smith-VWatkins
Video - Rule Britannia

Main Menu



http://www.smithwatkins.com/

Fanfare Beating Retreat

The massed band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines performing ‘Beating Retreat’ at Horse Guards
Parade in celebration of the 85th birthday of the Duke of Edinburgh. In the foreground are |4
(2 sets) Smith-Watkins chromatic fanfare trumpets



Originally conceived by Ricordi and made
by Orsi forVerdi's opera in 1836, one
valved 'Aida’ trumpets made by Hawkes
& Son were used by the British army for
fanfares prior to the 1930s.

These were replaced by variously pitched
fanfare trumpets, sometimes called
'‘Coronation Trumpets', made by Boosey
& Hawkes for the coronation of George
VI in May 1937.The photograph shows
the trumpets and drums of the Royal
Military School of Music on the organ loft
of Westminster Abbey as the new King
departs by the Great West Door.

The first Coronation Trumpets

These instruments were sold under both
the Boosey & Hawkes and Besson names
until 1999 when they were deleted from
the catalogue. Besson (London) closed in
2005 and the name 'Besson' was sold to
Buffet Crampon (France) in 2006.

In 2000, the Royal Marines and Royal Air
Force commissioned Smith-Watkins to
create a new range of Fanfare Trumpets
using 'state of the art' design techniques.
These instruments are used throughout
the British Forces, the USA, Middle East
and Australasia.

o>



Technical Specifications

SOPRANO

There are four sizes of fanfare trumpet in common use today.

)% In a team of / players, the British army uses 4 B-flat trumpets,
ﬂ 2 B-flat tenor fanfares (similar to tenor trombones) and a

bass fanfare pitched in B-flat / F, like a modern bass trombone.

L

T The bands of the Royal Air Force have a similar arrangement
MELODY

whilst the Royal Marine Bands (and some foreign bands) use
the addition of a soprano fanfare to give a brighter sound.
Having several teams, these bands often use |4 or more
instruments at one time.

Since 2000, Smith Watkins has been making up to date
instruments to replace the old Besson/Boosey & Hawkes
range which, with the 'G" bass, has become obsolete.

Whatever their musical length, the physical length from
mouthpiece rim to bell end is exactly the same for each
instrument, as is the position of the banners, giving perfect
symmetry when played together. The sight and sound of
these instruments is quite spectacular, whether on the
parade ground or at a Royal celebration.




Pitch

Valves Number
Material
Spring

Valve slides | Ist
3rd
choice of

Leadpipe
Tuning Method (external)
Mouthpiece Shank
Waterkey(s)

Bell Diameter (mm)
Instrument Length (cm)
Banner Ring Width (cm)
Weight (g)

Features

Post Horns

A or A-flat

Leadpipe
Trumpet

100
65

Herald
E-flat to C

Leadpipe & slide
Trumpet
Amado

130

69

44

640

@ A matching set of valved fanfare instruments commissioned
by the British Royal Marines and Royal Air Force

® Replacements for the obsolete B&H/Besson instruments

® Rotary 4th valve on the Bass renders the 'G Bass' obsolete

Soprano

E-flat

3

Monel
Top
thumb hook
shunt ring
5
Leadpipe
Trumpet
Lever
130

104

44

920

Melody

B-flat

3

Monel

Top

thumb hook
shunt ring

5

Leadpipe & slide
Trumpet
Lever (2)
130

104

44

1020

Tenor

B-flat

3

Monel
Top
adjustable
adjustable
fixed

2 slides
Tenor trombone
Lever
160

104

44

2040

Bass

B-flat & F
3+| rotary
Monel
Bottom
adjustable
adjustable
fixed

3 slides
Bass trombone
Lever

160

104

44

2540

® Position of mouthpiece, valves, banner and bell rim are the
same for each instrument

® All have the same physical length from mouthpiece to bell rim

® Choice of leadpipes for the Soprano and Melody

40



Besson & Smith-VVatkins

Boosey &
Hawkes/Besson
(London) 1937-1999*

Pitch Part Number Note
Soprano Eb Besson 705

Melody Bb Besson 706

Tenor Bb Besson 707

Bass in G Besson 708 Obsolete
Bass in Bb/F None

*Manufacture of these Besson fanfare trumpets had
ceased in 1999. Besson (London) closed in 2005 and
name ‘Besson’ sold to Buffet Crampon (France) in 2006.

Smith-Watkins
(London & York)
2000- present™*

Part Number Note

SW-SFT - (leadpipe) Choice of 5 leadpipes
SW-MFT - (leadpipe)  Choice of 5 leadpipes
SW-TFT

none

SW-BFT Rotary valve for F

**In 2000 the Royal Marines and Royal Air Force
commissioned Smith-Watkins to design this new
range of fanfare trumpets to replace the older
Besson instruments.



Rule Britannia

Her Majesty’s Royal Marines





Quotes from customers

¢ ¢ These new additions to the music department (|4 fanfare trumpets)
are outstanding, their beautiful bright sound has been noticed by all
and their quality is just amazingd?
Director of Music,Valley Forge Military Academy, USA

¢ ¢ \\e were involved in the design of the Smith-Watkins fanfare trumpets

and our two sets (14 instruments) are still going strong after 10 years!??
The Royal Air Force Bands

€€ These are traditional herald fanfare trumpets made to modern
specifications for the discerning performer.99
Crispian Steele-Perkins (natural trumpet specialist)



Get in touch

Richard Smith (MI) Ltd

Cornborough
Sheriff Hutton
York

YO60 6RU
UK
Tel/fax: +44(0)1347 87900

richard@smithwatkins.com

www.smithwatkins.com
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